
See http://www.cyndislist.com/us/vital/ for a state by state list of vital record sources 

EG Michigan: FamilySearch.org - Michigan, Births and Christenings, 1775-1995 FREE  

RootsWeb's Guide to Tracing Family Trees Guide No. 6:  Birth Records 

One of the most important issues to genealogists is proving the parentage of any of our ancestors. 
Often, we assume that the birth record will provide this information and therefore attempt to start by 
searching for this record first. You are more likely to be successful with your research if you do the 
search for vital records (birth, marriage and death) in the reverse order of life's events. 

Start with death records, then seek the marriage records and finally hunt for birth records. Keep in 
mind that in many localities, particularly the United States, birth records are a modern record and 
outside of New England often do not exist prior to about 1900.  

Death and marriage records should be located first because they are necessary to help determine 
enough information about your ancestor to be sure that when you do find a birth record, you have 
the right one. By the time you are looking for the birth record, you should already know a few 
pertinent pieces of information about your ancestor, most notably: full name, date of birth, place of 
birth. In addition, it is certainly helpful to have the name of one of the parents. Of course, you are 
probably saying, well if I already know all this, then why do I need to get the birth record? Just as 
you searched for the death and marriage records first to help find needed clues to the birth of your 
ancestor, the birth record will supply you with clues needed for pursuing the parents of your 
ancestor.  

The fun part of genealogy is that for every person you can prove you create two new slots on the 
pedigree chart to fill. And it is always through the records on those you know about that you 
discover tidbits and hints to those you didn't know about.                                                                      
Birth records vary from place to place in their: availability, information included and type of record. 

Like other vital records, Canadian and American birth records were usually begun in the late 1800s 
or early 1900s. In fact, you are more likely to discover a marriage record from the early 1800s than 
you are a birth record. Look for: County vital records, state vital records, County vital record 
registers before 1900, Vital records/births that had occurred in one county and were recorded in 
another county. Try both county and state level records.  

Email note: FindAGrave vs. FamilySearch/Ancestry: Re: Joseph D Cyr. We can agree that some 

"records" list this Joseph Cyr’s DOB as 4 July 1876 in Maine. Other records (his headstone) show 

a DOB of 4 June 1874. There are three "birth records" attached to his FamilySearch profile, but 

only one “source card” is attached. The hand written one is for an Eloi Cyr and the two typed ones 

are the same card. On the 1880 census he was enumerated as age six (b 1874) and his sister 

Agnes age four (b 1876). And again on the 1940 census they were enumerated as: (Joseph-b 

1874, Agnes-b 1876). In other censuses their birth years varied. Accuracy of birth dates back then 

was minimal at best. The typed card was created on 27 October 1941, most likely from Saint Luce 

Parish's baptism records. In 1892 the state of Maine made it mandatory all towns report the births, 

marriages, and deaths to the state and keep local records as well. Many towns were slow to 

complete this demand, and many had to use church records and affidavits from family members to 

complete their records. (So for Joseph Cyr I used: Birth from 1874-1876) 
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